UPPER  CANADA. 


Copy  of  an  Act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Upper  Canada  to 
provide  for  the  Sale  of  the  Clergy  Reserves,  and  for  the 
Distribution  of  the  Proceeds  thereof; 


m 

TOGETHER  WITH  ■"""""^ 

Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  the  Governor  General  of  Canada,  dated 
22d  January  1840. 


No.  1. 

The  Right  Hon.  C  Poulett  Thomson  to  Lord  John  Russell. 


No.  1. 


(No.  36.) 

My  Lord,  Toronto,  22d  January  1840. 

There  is  no  Subject  of  such  vital  Importance  to  the  Peace  and  Tranquillity  c^P^iCom^on' 
of  this  Province  as  the  Question  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  ;  there  is  none,  with      '  '  t0 
reference  to  the  future  Union  of  the  Two  Provinces,  which  it  is  more  necessary    Lord  J.  Russell, 
to  determine  without  Delay.    The  Records  of  the  Colonial  Office  will  afford  22d  January  isto. 
ample  Evidence  of  the  fatal  Effect  upon  Public  Affairs  in  Upper  Canada  of  the  ~' 
State  in  which  this  Matter  has  now  for  some  Years  rested.    But  no  one  who 
has  not  had  the  Opportunity  of  examining  upon  the  Spot  the  working  of  this 
Question  can  correctly  estimate  its  Importance.    It  has  been  for  many  Years 
the  Source  of  all  the  Troubles  in  the  Province  ;  the  never-failing  Watchword 
at  the  Hustings ;  the  perpetual  Spring  of  Discord,  Strife,  and  Hatred.  So 
universally  is  the  Truth  of  this  Proposition  admitted,  that  I  have  scarely  met 
with  one  Man  of  any  Party,  or  of  any  Opinion  with  regard  to  the  Mode  of 
Settlement,  who  has  not  declared  to  me  that  it  would  be  far  better  that  these 
Reserves  should  be  altogether  taken  away  from  the  Province  than  that  they 
should  remain  an  Object  for  contending  Parties  to  dispute  about. 

To  leave  this  Question  undetermined,  then,  is  to  put  an  end  to  all  Hope  of 
re-establishing  Tranquillity  within  this  Province,  even  should  it  remain  under  a 
separate  Government ;  but  to  establish  the  Union  without  a  Settlement  of  it, 
and  to  transfer  the  Decision  to  the  United  Legislature,  would  be  to  add  to  the 
Sources  of  Discord  which  already  unhappily  prevail  in  the  Lower  Province  an 
entirely  new  Element  of  Strife  ;  for  amongst  the  various  Evils  by  which  Lower 
Canada  has  been  visited  one,  and  one  only, — perhaps  the  greatest  of  all, — has 
been  wanting, — religious  Dissension. 

Deeply  impressed,  therefore,  with  the  immense  Importance  of  obtaining 
from  the  Legislature  a  Solution  of  this  long-agitated  Question,  and  in  com- 
pliance with  your  Lordship's  Instructions,  as  well  as  with  my  own  Feelings,  I 
have  used  every  Effort  in  my  Power  to  bring  together  the  contending  Parties; 
and  after  much  Negociation  I  determined  on  transmitting  a  Message  to 
the  Legislature  upon  the  Subject,  and  on  recommending  a  Bill  which  I 
thought  offered  some  Chance  of  being  accepted  by  both  Branches  of  the 
Legislature. 

I  enclose  Copies  of  my  Message  and  of  the  Bill  which  was  introduced  into 
the  House  of  Assembly  by  the  Solicitor  General;  and  I  am  happy  to  say,  that 
with  some  Alterations,  to  which  I  entertain  no  Objection,  the  Measure  has 
received  the  Sanction  of  both  Houses,  and  I  have  now  the  Satisfaction  of  trans- 
mitting to  your  Lordship  the  Bill  as  passed,  with  the  Addresses  from  the 
Council  and  House  of  Assembly,  as  required  by  Law,  and  of  my  Answer. 

The  Bill  was  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  by  a  Majorit  y  of  28  to  20, 
and  in  the  Legislative  Council,  as  I  have  been  informed,  by  13  to  5.  The 
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No.  I.         Address  was  agreed  to  in  the  House  of  Assembly  when  the  Bill  was  sent  back 
cftonSn     *10m  the  Council  b7  a  very  much  larger  Majority. 

to  Under  ordinary  Circumstances,  a  Measure  thus  agreed  to  by  large  Majo- 

Lord  J.  Russell,  Hties  of*  both  Branches  of  the  Legislature,  would,  I  am  satisfied,  need  no 
■22d  January  1840.  actional  Argument  to  procure  its  ready  Acceptance ;  but  the  peculiar 
Position  in  which  every  Act  of  the  Provincial  Legislature  upon  this  Subject  is 
placed,  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Act  of  1791,  subjecting  it  to  Rejection,  by 
an  Address  to  the  Crown  from  either  House  of  Parliament,  leads  me  to  think 
that  I  should  not  discharge  my  Duty  if  I  did  not  offer  some  Observations 
upon  it. 

This  Bill  proceeds  on  the  Principle  of  devoting  the  Revenue  derivable  from 
the  Lands  when  sold  exclusively  to  religious  Instruction  or  religious  Purposes. 
It  secures  to  the  Churches  of  England  and  Scotland  One  Half  of  the  future 
Proceeds  of  the  Land,  subject  to  no  Variation  and  to  no  Contingency.  It  dis- 
tributes the  Remainder  for  the  Support  of  religious  Instruction  amongst  the 
different  Persuasions  of  Christians  recognized  by  the  Laws  of  the  Province,  in 
proportion  to  the  Population  of  each  Sect,  to  be  ascertained  at  fixed  Periods  ; 
and  it  relieves  the  Executive  from  any  Discretion  with  regard  to  the  Distribu- 
tion amongst  these  different  Bodies.  Whatever  is  now  paid  by  the  Crown  to 
the  Church  of  England,  to  the  Church  of  Scotland,  or  to  any  other  religious 
Denomination,  and  to  which  its  Faith  is  pledged,  remains  a  first  Charge  upon 
the  Fund,  and  must  be  first  satisfied. 

I  will  not  conceal,  however,  from  your  Lordship,  that  even  to  this  Bill,  thus 
proceeding  on  the  Principle  of  so  general  Distribution  amongst  different  reli- 
gious Persuasions,  nearly  insuperable  Objections  have  been  and  are  entertained 
in  this  Province.  For  many  Years  past  the  Representatives  of  the  People  have 
uniformly  refused  to  assent  to  an  Appropriation  of  this  Fund  for  religious  Pur- 
poses at  all,  and  have  steadily  maintained  its  Distribution  to  educational  or 
general  State  Purposes  ;  and  it  is  only  the  strong  Desire  which  is  entertained 
of  coming  now  to  a  Settlement  which  has  led  many,  who  formerly  advocated 
these  Opinions  with  Success,  now  to  withdraw  their  Opposition,  and  to  assent 
to  this  Measure.  But  I  can  safely  say,  that  so  far  as  this  Province  is  con- 
cerned their  Assent  can  never  again  be  looked  for.  I  entertain  no  Doubt 
that  the  Course  taken  by  many  Members  of  the  Assembly  in  their  conscientious 
and  most  laudable  Desire  to  put  this  Question  at  rest  will  occasion  great  Oppo- 
sition to  their  Return  at  the  next  Election  ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that,  in  a  future 
Assembly,  if  the  Matter  were  unfortunately  again  brought  before  it,  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  obtain  any  such  Terms  for  the  Established  Church,  or  for 
religious  Instruction. 

In  reality  the  Fund,  respecting  which  this  violent  Contention  exists,  offers 
little  to  divide.  It  must  under  any  Circumstances  be  many  Years,  supposing 
the  Lands  to  be  sold,  before  the  Interest  accruing  from  the  Sales  will  do  more 
than  discharge  the  Claims  which  must  necessarily  be  first  provided  for,  and 
w  hich  are  now  borne  by  the  casual  and  territorial  Revenues,  and  therefore  an 
Appropriation  for  Purposes  of  Education  would  be  of  no  immediate  Assist- 
ance to  that  important  Object.  But,  at  the  same  Time,  the  Topic  is  too 
exciting  not  to  be  invariably  used  as  a  Means  of  political  and  party  Agitation. 
One  Seventh  of  the  whole  Lands  of  the  Province  are  declared  to  be  unjustly 
withheld  from  the  Control  of  the  People  ;  and  all  those  Feelings  of  extreme 
Jealousy  of  any  Establishment,  or  of  any  Connexion  between  the  State  and 
Religion,  which  prevail  in  this  Province,  with  a  Warmth  of  which  in  England 
we  have  no  Idea,  are  constantly  roused  and  brought  to  bear  in  order  to  disturb 
Tranquillity. 

It  has  been  therefore  with  no  little  Pain  that  I  have  found  those  who 
oppose  this  Measure,  upon  these  Grounds,  assisted  by  some  few  Members  of 
the  Church  of  England,  who  of  course  entertain  Views  directly  opposed  to 
this ;  for  indeed  I  can  most  conscientiously  affirm,  that  in  the  Advantages 
which  it  holds  out,  more  particularly  to  the  Church  of  England,  it  far  exceeds 
what  I  could  have  anticipated.  That  this  is  felt  to  be  true  your  Lordship  may 
easily  learn  from  the  avowed  Support  which  the  Bill  has  met  with  from  the 
great  Majority  of  Members  of  the  Church  of  England  in  the  Assembly,  as 
well  as  from  the  Fact  of  its  being  carried  by  a  still  greater  Number  in  the 
Legislative  Council. 

I  will 
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I  will  not  believe  that  any  successful  Opposition  to  the  Confirmation  of  this  ^°'u'u 
Bill  by  Her  Majesty  will  be  allowed  to  prevail;  but  as  I  am  informed  that    c '  P  Tliom^on ' 
Representations  may  be  made  at  home  with  that  View,  I  shall  beg  to  send  in         '  to 
this  Despatch  a  short  Account  of  the  Manner  in  which  this  Question  has  for   Lord  J.  Russell, 
Years  past  been  treated  in  this  Country,  as  illustrative  of  the  Advantage  which  22cl  January  1840. 
the  Settlement  now  arrived  at  by  the  Legislature  holds  out,  as  contradistin- 
guished from  all  previous  Decisions. 

I  need  not  advert  to  the  early  History  of  Disputes  on  this  Subject,  until 
the  Years  1823-24,  when  a  Motion  was  made  in  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the 
Subject  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  an  Address  to  the  Throne,  praying  for  the  Re- 
cognition of  the  Right  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  to  share  with  the  Church  of 
England  in  the  Reserves.  In  1825  an  Act  having  been  passed  (6  Geo.  IV. 
Cap.  7*5.)  by  the  Imperial  Legislature,  enabling  the  Crown  to  sell  a  Portion 
of  the  Reserves  in  this  Province  to  the  Canada  Company,  and  to  set  apart 
other  Lands  in  lieu  of  them  for  the  Church,  an  Address  was  adopted  in  the 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  27th  of  January  1826,  by  a  Majority  of  14  to  8, 
deprecating  any  further  Appropriation  of  Clergy  Reserves,  and  concluding  in 
the  following  Terms  : — 

"  We  further  most  humbly  represent,  most  Gracious  Sovereign,  that  the 
lands  set  apart  in  this  Province  for  the  Maintenance  and  Support  of  a  Pro- 
testant Clergy,  ought  not  to  be  enjoyed  by  any  one  Denomination  of  Protes- 
tants to  the  Exclusion  of  their  Christian  Brethren  of  other  Denominations 
equally  conscientious  in  their  respective  Modes  of  worshipping  God,  and 
equally  entitled,  as  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects,  to  the  Protection  of  Your 
Majesty's  benign  and  liberal  Government.  We  therefore  humbly  hope  it 
will,  in  Your  Majesty's  Wisdom,  be  deemed  expedient  and  just,  that  not  only 
the  present  Reserves,  but  that  any  Funds  arising  from  the  Sales  thereof,  should 
be  devoted  to  the  Advancement  of  the  Christian  Religion  generally,  and  the 
Happiness  of  Your  Majesty's  Subjects  of  whatever  Denomination;  or,  if  such 
Application  or  Distribution  should  be  deemed  expedient,  that  the  Profits 
arising  from  such  Appropriation  should  be  applied  to  the  Purposes  of  Educa- 
tion, and  the  general  Improvement  of  this  Province." 

The  Earl  of  Bathurst  having,  in  reply  to  this  Address,  stated,  that  the 
House  of  Assembly  had  misunderstood  the  Intention  of  the  Act  in  question, 
"  which  had  not  for  its  Object  any  Increase  of  the  Amount  of  the  Reserves 
specially  allotted  by  the  Imperial  Parliament  for  the  Established  Church,"  the 
House  of  Assembly  proceeded  to  pass,  by  a  Majority  of  29  to  4,  a  Series  of 
Resolutions,  among  which  the  following  are  the  most  important : — 

"  Resolved, — That  the  Construction  given  to  the  Imperial  Act  which 
appropriates  the  Clergy  Reserves  to  Individuals  connected  with  the  Church  of 
England,  and  the  Determination  of  the  Clergy  of  that  Church  to  withhold 
from  all  other  Denominations  of  Protestants  residing  within  the  Province  the 
Enjoyment  of  any  Part  of  the  Benefit  arising  or  which  may  arise  from  the 
Sales  so  set  apart,  call  for  the  immediate  Attention  of  the  Provincial  Legisla- 
ture to  a  Subject  of  such  vital  Interest  to  the  Public  in  general. 

"  Resolved, — That  a  comparatively  small  Proportion  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Upper  Canada  are  Members  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  therefore  ought 
not,  in  Justice,  to  desire  the  sole  Enjoyment  by  their  Clergy  of  all  the  Advan- 
tages which  these  Lands  present,  to  the  Exclusion  of  their  Fellow  Subjects, 
although  equally  loyal  and  firm  in  their  Attachment  to  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  Constitution. 

"  Resolved, — That  in  a  thinly  inhabited  Country  such  as  Upper  Canada, 
where  the  Means  of  moral  Instruction  to  the  Poor  are  not  easily  obtained,  it 
is  the  bounden  Duty  of  the  Parliament  to  afford  every  Assistance  within  its 
Power  towards  the  Support  of  Education. 

"  Resolved, — That  the  present  Provision  for  the  Support  of  District  and 
Common  Schools  is  quite  inadequate  to  the  Wants  of  the  People,  and  ought, 
by  every  reasonable  Exertion,  to  be  increased,  so  as  to  place  within  the  Reach 
of  the  poorest  Inhabitant  the  Advantages  of  a  decent  Education. 

"  Resolved, — That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  the  great  Proportion  of  the  People 
of  this  Province,  that  the  Clergy  Lands,  in  place  of  being  enjoyed  by  the 
Clergy  of  an  inconsiderable  Part  of  the  Population,  ought  to  be  disposed  of* 
and  the  Proceeds  of  their  Sale  applied  to  increase  the  Provincial  Allowance 
for  the  Support  of  District  and  Common  Schools,  and  the  Endowment  of  a 
(70.)  respectable 
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No.  l.        respectable  Provincial  Seminary  for  Learning,  and  in  aid  of  erecting  Places 

T!ie«Ri?ht  Hon*    of  Worship  for  all  Denominations  of  Christians." 
C.  P.  Thomson 

to  A  Bill  was  afterwards  brought  into  the  House,  and  carried  by  a  Majority  of 

Lord  J.  Russell,  19  to  7,  for  giving  Effect  to  these  Resolutions,  but  was  lost  in  the  Legislative 
22d  January  1840.  Cpuncil.         5  h 

In  March  1828,  in  an  Address  to  the  Crown  on  the  Subject  of  the  Upper 
Canada  University,  which  was  carried  by  a  Majority  of  21  to  9,  the  House 
expressed  themselves  as  follows  : — 

"  We  would  also  beg  leave  to  state,  that  it  is  the  general  Desire  of  Your 
Majesty's  Subjects  in  this  Province  that  the  Monies  arising  from  the  Sale  of 
any  of  the  Lands  set  apart  in  this  Province  for  the  Support  and  Maintenance 
of  a  Protestant  Clergy  should  be  entirely  appropriated  to  Purposes  of  Educa- 
tion and  of  internal  Improvement.  We  would  most  humbly  represent,  that  to 
apply  them  to  the  Benefit  of  One  or  Two  Christian  Denominations,  to  the 
Exclusion  of  others,  would  be  unjust  as  well  as  impolitic;  and  that  it  might 
perhaps  be  found  impracticable  to  divide  them  among  all.  We  have  no  Reason 
to  fear  that  the  Cause  of  Religion  would  suffer  materially  from  not  giving  a 
public  Support  to  its  Ministers,  and  from  leaving  them  to  be  supported  by 
the  Liberality  of  their  People." 

In  1829  and  1830  Bills  for  the  Sale  of  a  Part  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  «  for 
the  Support  and  Promotion  of  Education,  and  for  the  general  Improvement 
of  the  Province,"  were  passed,  nem.  con.,  by  the  Assembly,  but  rejected  in 
the  Legislative  Council. 

On  the  12th  of  March  1831  a  Resolution  was  adopted  in  the  Assembly, 
by  a  Majority  of  30  to  7>  stating,  "That  it  is  unjust  as  well  as  impolitic  to 
appropriate  the  said  Lands  (i.  e.  the  Reserves)  to  the  Support  of  any  One 
Church  exclusively,  and  it  is  extremely  difficult,  if  not  altogether  impractica- 
ble, to  apportion  or  divide  the  same  among  the  Clergy  of  all  Denominations 
of  Protestants.  That  a  large  Majority  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  are 
sincerely  attached  to  His  Majesty's  Person  and  Government,  but  are  averse 
to  the  Establishment  of  any  exclusive  or  dominant  Church.  That  this  House 
feels  confident  that  to  promote  the  Prosperity  of  this  Portion  of  His  Majesty's 
Dominions,  and  to  satisfy  the  earnest  Desire  of  the  People  of  this  Province, 
His  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  the  most  favourable  Considera- 
tion to  the  Wishes  of  His  faithful  Subjects.  That  to  terminate  the  Jealousy 
and  Dissension  which  have  hitherto  existed  on  the  Subject  of  the  said  Re- 
serves, to  remove  a  Barrier  to  the  Settlement  of  the  Country,  and  to  provide 
a  Fund  available  for  the  Promotion  of  Education,  it  is  extremely  desirable 
that  the  said  Lands  so  reserved  be  sold,  and  the  Proceeds  arising  from  the 
Sale  of  the  same  placed  at  the  Disposal  of  the  Provincial  Legislature,  to  be 
applied  exclusively  for  those  Purposes.  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  His  Majesty,  setting  forth  the  Subject  of  this  Resolution,  and 
praying  His  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  recommend  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's Parliament  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  pass  an  Act  to  authorize 
the  Sale  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  remaining  unsold,  and  to  enable  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  Province  to  appropriate  the  Proceeds  thereof  in  such  Manner 
as  may  be  considered  most  expedient  for  the  Advancement  of  Education,  and 
in  aid  of  erecting  Places  of  Public  Worship  for  various  Denominations  of 
Christians." 

The  Close  of  the  Session  on  the  lCth  March  stopped  any  further  Proceed- 
ings at  that  Time  ;  but  on  the  14th  December  following,  shortly  after  the 
opening  of  the  next  Session,  this  Resolution  was  embodied  in  an  Address  to 
the  Crown,  which  was  carried  by  a  Majority  of  28  to  (3,  the  only  Alteration 
being,  that  the  Proceeds  arising  from  the  Sales  were  to  be  applied  to  Edu- 
cation only.  Within  a  few  Days  of  the  End  of  the  Session  a  Bill  was 
brought  in  by  the  Attorney  General,  in  conformity  with  the  Instructions  of 
the  Earl  of  Ripon,  to  reinvest  the  Lands  in  the  Crown,  but  was  not  proceeded 
with. 

In  the  Session  of  1832-33,  a  Bill  for  the  Reinvestment  of  the  Reserves 
in  the  Crown  was  again  brought  in  by  the  Attorney  General,  but  not  pro- 
ceeded with.  In  1834)  a  Bill  for  the  Sale  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  for  Pur- 
poses of  Education  was  brought  in,  and  passed  by  a  Majority  of  22  to  12. 
This  Bill  was  lost  in  the  Legislative  Council. 
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In  1835  a  Bill,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  the  Disposal  of  the  Clergy  Reserves 

in  this  Province  for  the  Purposes  of  general  Education,"  was  passed  in  the  q  p  Thomso^ 

Assembly  by  a  Majority  of  Thirty-nine  to  Seven,  Two  previous  Motions  for  '  '  to 

getting  rid  of  it  having  been  lost  by  Majorities  of  Forty-three  and  Forty-one  Lord  J.  Kusseli, 

to  Four.  22d  January  1340. 

This  Bill  having  been  sent  up  to  the  Legislative  Council,  that  House,  instead 
of  proceeding  with  it,  adopted  a  Series  of  Resolutions,  stating  the  various 
Claims  which  had  been  made  upon  the  Clergy  Reserves,  and  praying  the 
Imperial  Legislature  to  assume  the  Decision  of  this  Question.  These  Resolu- 
tions, having  been  communicated  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  were  referred  by 
them  to  a  Select  Committee,  who  reported  a  Resolution,  which  was  adopted 
by  the  House  by  a  Majority  of  Twenty-four  to  Ten.  The  opening  Sentences 
alone  of  that  Resolution  need  be  quoted  here  ;  they  are  as  follows  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  this  House  has  repeatedly  expressed  their  Opinion  that 
the  Lands  appropriated  for  the  Support  and  Maintenance  of  a  Protestant  Clergy 
within  this  Province,  commonly  called  the  *  Clergy  Reserves,'  ought,  for 
various  Reasons,  to  be  sold.  That  it  would  be  unjust  to  apply  the  Monies 
arising  from  the  Sale  of  the  same  to  the  Benefit  of  One  or  more  favoured 
religious  Denominations,  and  that  it  would  be  impracticable,  and  from  many 
Considerations  inexpedient,  to  distribute  the  Monies  arising  therefrom  among 
all  Denominations;  and  that  this  House  has  been  unremitting  in  its  Endeavours 
to  procure  the  Sale  of  these  Lands,  and  the  Application  of  the  Funds  pro- 
duced by  such  Sale  to  Objects  of  great  Importance  and  Interest  to  the  People 
of  this  Province.  That  with  this  View  the  House  has  heretofore  repeatedly 
passed  Bills  providing  for  the  Sale  of  the  Clergy  Reserves,  and  the  Appro- 
priation of  the  Monies  arising  therefrom  to  the  Support  of  Education  ;  which 
Bills  have  been  rejected  without  Amendment  by  the  Legislative  Council. 
That  with  the  same  View  the  House  has  repeatedly  made  known,  by  humble 
and  dutiful  Addresses  to  His  Majesty,  its  Wishes  and  Opinions,  and  the  Wishes 
and  Opinions  of  His  Majesty's  faithful  Subjects  in  this  Province,  on  this  highly 
important  Subject ;  and  this  House  takes  this  Opportunity  of  declaring  that 
these  Wishes  and  Opinions,  both  on  the  Part  of  this  House  and  of  its  Con- 
stituents, remain  entirely  unchanged." 

In  1836  a  Bill  for  the  Sale  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  for  Purposes  of  general 
Education  was  again  passed,  by  a  Majority  of  Thirty-five  to  Five,  in  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  sent  up  to  the  Legislative  Council.  The  Council 
amended  the  Bill  by  reinvesting  the  Reserves  in  the  Crown  for  the  Purposes 
of  Religion.  The  33111  was  then  re-amended  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  and 
brought  back  to  its  original  State,  and  carried  by  a  Majority  of  Twenty-seven 
to  One ;  it  was  of  course  lost  in  the  Legislative  Council. 

In  the  Session  of  1836-37  a  Resolution  was  adopted  in  the  Assembly  by  a 
Majority  of  Thirty-five  to  Twenty-one,  in  the  following  Terms  : 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  desirable  that  the  Lands  commonly  called  Clergy 
Reserves,  and  the  Proceeds  arising  from  the  Sales  thereof,  be  appropriated  for 
the  Promotion  of  the  religious  and  moral  Instruction  of  the  People  through- 
out this  Province." 

This  Resolution  was  communicated  for  Concurrence  to  the  Legislative 
Council,  who  in  reply  stated,  that  if  by  "  moral  Instruction  "  was  meant 
nothing  distinct  from  or  independent  of  Religion,  they  would  be  ready  to 
concur  in  it,  and  that  they  would  be  ready  to  go  any  reasonable  Length  in 
meeting  the  Wishes  of  the  other  Branches  of  the  Legislature,  keeping  in  view 
the  Necessity  of  making  Provision  for  the  religious  Instruction  of  the  People 
and  the  Maintenance  of  Public  Worship.  The  Matter  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  further  proceeded  with  during  that  Session. 

In  1837-38  a  Resolution  was  adopted  in  the  Assembly,  by  a  Majority  of 
Twenty-one  to  Seventeen,  for  reinvesting  the  Reserves  in  the  Crown,  "  for 
the  Support  and  Maintenance  of  the  Christian  Religion  within  the  Province ;" 
and  a  Bill  for  that  Purpose  was  brought  in.  It  was  not,  however,  proceeded 
with,  probably  on  account  of  the  then  disturbed  State  of  the  Province. 

In  1839  the  Question  engaged  a  very  large  Portion  of  the  Attention  of  the 
Legislature.  Early  in  the  Session  a  Select  Committee  was  appointed,  on  whose 
Report  the  House  adopted  a  Series  of  Resolutions,  among  which  the  following 
was  carried  by  a  Division  of  Twenty-four  to  Twenty  : — 

(70.)  B  "  Resolved, 
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No.  1.  "  Resolved,  That  all  the  Clergy  Reserves  now  unsold,  and  which  shall  not 

C^P^Thon^0"'   ^e  reservec^  f°r  tne  foregoing  Purposes  (i.  e.  for  Glebes  for  the  Churches  of 
to°mson     England  and  Scotland,  and  the  Wesleyan  Methodists),  be  sold,  under  the  Rules 
Lord  J.  Russell,   and  Regulations  from  Time  to  Time  in  force  relative  to  the  Sale  of  Crown 
22d  January  1840.  Lands.  That  the  Proceeds  of  all  past  and  future  Sales,  subject  to  the  necessary 

  Expenditure  for  the  Purchase  of  Lots,  from  Time  to  Time,  as  limited  in  the 

foregoing  Resolutions,  be  invested  in  Provincial  Debentures,  and  the  Interest 
to  be  disposed  of  as  follows  : 

"  1st.  To  pay  to  each  Clergyman  of  the  Churches  of  England  and  Scotland, 
resident  according  to  the  First  Resolution,  an  annual  Stipend  not  to  exceed 
100/. 

"  2d.  To  pay  to  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  Canada,  in  connexion 
with  the  English  Conference,  or  their  proper  Officer,  a  Sum  not  to  exceed 
100/.  per  Annum,  for  as  many  Ministers  of  that  Church  as  there  shall  be  Lots 
granted  and  conveyed  in  each  Circuit,  according  to  the  Second  Resolution. 

"  3d.  The  Surplus  of  Interest,  not  otherwise  disposed  of,  to  be  expended 
in  aid  of  the  Erection  of  Places  of  Public  Worship  throughout  the  Province 
generally." 

A  Bill  founded  on  these  Resolutions  was  afterwards  introduced  and  passed, 
after  much  Opposition,  on  a  Division  of  Twenty-four  to  Twenty  ;  but  having 
.been  amended  in  the  Legislative  Council,  it  was  finally  rejected  in  the 
Assembly,  by  a  Resolution,  carried  on  a  Division  of  Twenty  to  Eighteen, 
"  that  it  is  expedient  for  the  Peace,  Welfare,  and  good  Government  of  this 
Province  that  the  Reservation  of  Lands  for  the  Support  of  a  Protestant 
Clergy  cease,  and  that  the  Lands  already  set  apart  for  that  Purpose  be  sold  in 
the  same  Manner  as  Crown  Lands  are  now  sold,  and  the  Proceeds  of  such 
Sales  be  paid  into  the  Hands  of  the  Receiver  General  of  this  Province  for 
the  general  Uses  thereof;  and  that  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  Her 
Majesty,  praying  that  Her  Majesty  may  be  pleased  to  recommend  to  the 
Imperial  Parliament  to  pass  an  Act  placing  the  Funds  arising  from  the  Sales 
of  Clergy  Reserves,  heretofore  made  and  invested  in  England,  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Receiver  General  of  this  Province,  to  be  placed  under  the  Control  of 
the  local  Legislature." 

A  Bill,  framed  by  the  Committee  appointed  in  consequence  of  this  Resolu- 
tion, was  brought  in,  and  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
after  numerous  and  very  close  Divisions,  been  recommitted,  was  finally  carried 
through  the  House  by  the  casting  Vote  of  the  Speaker.  It  was  amended  in 
the  Legislative  Council  by  referring  the  Appropriation  of  the  Proceeds  to  the 
Imperial  Legislature,  and  restricting  them  to  "  religious  Purposes,"  instead 
of  to  "  Religion  and  Education."  These  Amendments  were  finally  concurred 
in  on  the  last  Day  but  one  of  the  Session,  when  some  Members  opposed  to  it 
had  left  Town,  by  a  Majority  of  Twenty-one  to  Twenty,  and  the  Bill  was 
sent  home.  In  the  meantime,  an  Address  to  the  Crown,  praying  for  the 
Appropriation  of  the  Reserves  to  general  Purposes,  had  been  brought  forward 
in  the  Assembly,  and  negatived  only  by  the  casting  Vote  of  the  Speaker. 

This  Recapitulation,  from  which  your  Lordship  will  perceive,  that  since  the 
Year  1826  the  House  of  Assembly  have,  on  Fourteen  different  Occasions, 
recorded  their  Opinion  that  the  Clergy  Reserves  ought  to  be  sold,  and  the 
Proceeds  applied  to  educational  or  general  Purposes,  will  sufficiently  prove  the 
strong  Feeling  that  has  heretofore  prevailed  in  that  House  on  the  Subject ; 
and  you  will  be  able  from  it  to  estimate  what  ought  to  be  the  Value  of  the 
present  Bill  in  the  Eyes  of  those  who  are  desirous  of  devoting  these  Proceeds 
to  the  Support  of  Religion. 

I  am,  however,  satisfied  that  the  Value  of  arriving  at  a  Settlement  cannot 
be  over  estimated  ;  and  that,  strong  as  those  Feelings  may  have  been,  the 
immense  Advantage  of  having  this  Question  finally  withdrawn  from  the 
Sources  of  popular  Discussion  and  Dispute  will  reconcile  all  Parties  to  it.  | 

Most  fervently  then  do  I  pray  that  the  Settlement  now  agreed  to  may  be 
final,  and  that  no  Obstacle  may  be  opposed  to  its  Confirmation  by  Her 
Majesty.  Should  it  be  otherwise,  and  the  Question  should  again  be  thrown 
back  for  Decision  here,  I  cannot  foresee  the  Consequences  ;  but  at  least  I 
know  that  Peace  and  Tranquillity  must  in  that  Event  long  remain  Strangers  to 
this  Province. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       C.  Poulett  Thomson. 
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No  2.  M  *o.  2. 

Message  from 

Message  from  the  Governor  General  on  the  Subject  of  the  Clergy  Governor  General 
Reserves,  and  Bill  for  the  Disposal  of  said  Reserves,  and  Disposition  of  6th  January  ww. 
the  Proceeds  thereof,   

C.  POULETT  THOMSON.  Toronto,  6th  January  1840. 

Pursuant  to  his  Notice  the  Governor  General  now  begs  to  call  the  Atten- 
tion of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  State  of  the  Clergy  Reserves. 

As  will  appear  from  his  Message  to  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the 
23d  ultimo,  Her  Majesty  was  compelled  to  withhold  Her  Royal  Assent  from 
a  Bill  passed  last  Session,  for  reinvesting  the  Clergy  Reserves  conditionally 
in  the  Imperial  Legislature,  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  were  desirous 
that  the  Provincial  Legislature  should  itself  afford  a  Solution  of  this  much 
debated  and  very  complicated  Question. 

The  Governor  General  does  not  conceal  from  himself  the  Difficulties  by 
which  this  Subject  is  surrounded.  The  frequent  Agitation  of  it  in  both 
Houses — the  various  Opinions  which  have  been  announced  upon  it — and  the 
different  Schemes  which  have  unsuccessfully  been  brought  forward,  render 
the  Settlement  of  it,  even  in  this  Province,  a  Work  of  great  Embarrassment ; 
but  it  becomes  yet  more  difficult  to  arrive  at  a  final  Solution  from  the  peculiar 
Position  in  which  the  Question  stands  as  contradistinguished  from  other 
Subjects  which  may  engage  the  Attention  of  the  Legislature,  —  since  not 
merely  is  the  Assent  of  the  Crown  required  to  whatever  may  be  ultimately 
determined  upon  here,  but  the  Decision  of  the  Provincial  Parliament  is  open 
to  Rejection  by  Address  from  either  House  of  Parliament  in  England. 

Still,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Governor  General,  the  Circumstances  of  the 
present  Time  imperiously  demand  a  Settlement  of  this  long  agitated  Question. 
The  probable  Approach  of  the  Union  of  the  Two  Provinces  would  at  once 
suggest  the  Expediency  of  bringing  to  a  Termination  before  that  Event  shall 
occur  a  Matter  so  peculiarly  affecting  Upper  Canada  ;  nor  is  it  less  necessary, 
with  a  view  to  remove  a  Source  of  unceasing  Excitement  and  Discord  within 
the  Province,  the  protracted  Existence  of  which  opposes  a  Bar  to  that  Tran- 
quillity so  necessary  for  its  Prosperity. 

Deeply  impressed  with  these  Feelings,  the  Governor  General  has  given  to 
the  Subject  all  the  Attention  in  his  Power ;  and  he  has  directed  a  Measure 
to  be  prepared,  to  which  he  earnestly  invites  the  Consideration  of  the  House 
of  Assembly,  in  the  anxious  Hope  that  it  may  lead  to  a  final  and  satisfactory 
Adjustment. 

He  proposes  that  the  Remainder  of  the  Land  should  be  sold,  and  the  annua] 
Proceeds  of  the  whole  Fund,  when  realized,  be  distributed,  according!  to 
Terms  which  will  be  clearly  defined,  between  the  Church  of  England,  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  and  such  other  religious  Persuasions  as  are  recognized 
by  the  Law  of  Upper  Canada,  for  the  Support  of  religious  Instruction  within 
the  Province,  and  for  the  Promotion  there  of  the  great  and  sacred  Objects  for 
which  these  different  Bodies  are  established  or  associated. 

He  trusts  that  there  will  be  found  in  such  a  Plan  a  just  Regard  to  the 
Objects  for  which  this  Property  was  destined,  tempered  by  a  due  Consideration 
of  the  State  of  Society  and  of  the  Feelings  which  have  grown  up  in  this  Pro- 
vince and  in  the  Legislature  upon  the  Question  ;  and  he  confidently  recom- 
mends it  for  Adoption  as  the  Measure  which,  in  his  Opinion,  will  afford  the 
surest  Prospect,  if  assented  to  by  the  Legislature  here,  of  proving  final,  and, 
if  final,  of  conducing  to  the  Peace  and  Happiness  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Province  generally. 


I 

Draft  of  Bill. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  the  final  Disposition  of  the  Lands     Draft  of  Bill. 

called  Clergy  Reserves  in  this  Province,  and  for  the  Appropriation  of  the   

yearly  Income  arising  or  to  arise  therefrom  for  the  Maintenance  of  Religion 
and  the  Advancement  of  religious  Knowledge  : 


(70.) 


Be 
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No- 2-  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  it  shall 

"the  fr°m     anc*  may  ^e  lawful  for  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  Advice  of  the  Executive 
Governor  General,  Council,  and  under  such  Rules  and  Regulations  as  may  be  from  Time  to  Time 
(ith  January  1840.  in  Council  established  in  that  Behalf,  to  sell,  alienate,  and  convey,  in  Fee 
- — -         Simple,  all  or  any  of  the  said  Clergy  Reserves  ;  provided  always,  that  in  the 
j     1  0  Letters  Patent  granting  such  Lands   they  shall  be  designated  as  Clergy 

Reserves,  and  that  no  Reservation  of  Lands  in  respect  of  such  Grants  shall 
be  necessary,  any  thing  in  the  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  passed  in  the 
Thirty. first  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  George  the  Third, 
entitled  "  An  Act  to  repeal  certain  Parts  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  Fourteenth 
Year  of  His  Majesty's  Reign,  entitled  '  An  Act  for  making  more  effectual 
'  Provision  for  the  Government  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  in  North  America, 
and  to  make  further  Provision  for  the  Government  of  the  said  Province,"  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  Proceeds  of  all  past  Sales  of  such  Reserves 
which  have  been  or  may  be  invested  under  the  Authority  of  a  certain  other 
Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  passed  in  the  Seventh  and  Eighth  Years  of 
the  Reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  George  the  Fourth,  entitled  "  An  Act  to 
authorize  the  Sale  of  Part  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  in  the  Provinces  of  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada,"  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  subject 
to  such  Orders  and  Directions  as  the  Governor  in  Council  shall  from  Time  to 
Time  make  and  establish  for  continuing  the  Investment  thereof  in  the  same 
Funds  and  upon  the  same  Securities  as  at  present,  or  for  investing  them  in 
and  upon  any  other  Funds  or  Securities  in  Great  Britain  or  in  this  Province. 

3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  Proceeds  hereafter  to  be  received  from  the 
Sales  of  all  or  any  of  the  said  Reserves,  or  any  Part  thereof,  may  in  like 
Manner  be  invested,  and  the  Investment  thereof  be  changed  by  the  Governor 
in  Council ;  provided  always,  that  the  necessary  Expenses  of  such  Sales  shall 
be  borne  and  defrayed  out  of  the  first  Monies  received  therefrom. 

4.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  Interest  and  Dividends  accruing  upon  such 
Investments  of  the  Proceeds  of  all  Clergy  Reserves  sold  or  to  be  sold,  and 
also  the  Interest  to  accrue  upon  Sales  on  Credit  of  Clergy  Reserves,  and  all 
Rents  arising  from  Clergy  Reserves,  that  have  been  or  may  be  demised  for 
any  Term  of  Years,  shall  be  paid  to  the  Receiver  General,  and  that  together 
form  an  annual  Fund  for  the  Purposes  herein-after  mentioned,  and  shall  be 
paid  by  him  from  Time  to  Time  in  discharge  of  any  Warrant  or  Warrants 
which  may  be  issued  by  the  Governor  in  pursuance  of  the  Provisions  of  this 
Act ;  that  is  to  say,  in  the  first  place  to  satisfy  all  such  annual  Stipends  and 
Allowances  as  have  been  heretofore  assigned  and  given  to  the  Clergy  of  the 
Churches  of  England  and  Scotland,  or  to  any  other  religious  Bodies  or  Deno- 
minations of  Christians  in  this  Province,  and  to  which  the  Faith  of  the  Crown 
is  pledged,  for  and  during  the  natural  Lives  of  the  Parties  at  present  receiving 
and  enjoying  the  same  :  Provided  always,  that  until  the  annual  Fund  so  to  be 
created  and  deposited  with  the  Receiver  General  shall  suffice  to  meet  the 
above-mentioned  Stipends  and  Allowances,  the  same,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
the  said  Fund  may  be  insufficient  to  meet,  shall  be  defrayed,  as  at  present,  out 
of  the  casual  and  territorial  Revenue  of  the  Crown. 

5.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  as  soon  as  the  said  Fund  shall  exceed  the 
Amount  of  the  several  Stipends  and  Allowances  aforesaid,  and  subject  always 
to  the  prior  Satisfaction  and  Payment  of  the  same,  One  Half  of  the  said  annual 
Fund  shall  be  allotted  and  appropriated  to  the  Churches  of  England  and 
Scotland  in  this  Province,  the  said  Church  of  Scotland  to  be  held  to  include 
the  Presbyterians  of  the  United  Synod  in  Upper  Canada,  and  shall  be  divided 
between  them  in  proportion  to  the  Number  of  their  respective  Members,  to 
be  ascertained  as  herein-after  provided  ;  and  the  Share  of  each  of  the  said 
Churches  of  England  and  Scotland  (the  latter  including  as  aforesaid)  shall  be 
paid  by  the  Receiver  General  in  discharge  of  any  Warrant  or  Warrants  which 
may  be  issued  by  the  Governor  in  favour  of  the  Treasurer  or  other  Officer 
who  shall  be  appointed  by  such  Churches  respectively,  according  to  the  Form 
and  Mode  of  their  Ecclesiastical  Constitution  ;  and  the  Amount  so  received 

shall 
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shall  be  expended  for  the  Support  and  Maintenance  of  Public  Worship  and         No.  2. 
the  Propagation  of  religious  Knowledge,  under  the  Authority  of  the  Convo-     Message  from 
cation,  Synod,  or  other  Body  having  Authority  for  that  Purpose,  according  Q^erncr"^^^!, 
to  the  Canons,  Laws,  Rules,  or  Regulations  of  the  said  Churches  respectively :  gth  January  184-0. 

Provided  always,  that  the  Amount  of  the  before-mentioned  Stipends  and   

Allowances  which  shall  be  paid  to  and  received  by  any  Ecclesiastic  or  Minister     Draft  of  Bill: 

of  any  of  the  said  Churches  of  England  or  Scotland  in  this  Province,  or  of 

any  Minister  of  the  said  United  Synod,  shall  be  taken,  as  far  as  the  same  will 

go,  as  a  Part  and  Portion  of  the  Share  accruing  to  each  Church  respectively 

by  virtue  of  this  Act;  that  is  to  say,  the  Stipends  and  Allowances  to  any 

Ecclesiastic  or  Minister  of  the  Church  of  England  as  Part  and  Portion  of  the 

Share  accruing  to  the  Church  of  England,  and  the  Stipends  and  Allowances 

to  any  Ecclesiastic  or  Minister  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  or  of  the  said 

United  Synod  in  this  Province,  as  Part  and  Portion  of  the  Share  accruing  to 

the  said  Church  of  Scotland,  so  that  neither  of  the  said  Churches  shall  receive 

any  further  or  other  Sum  beyond  such  respective  Stipends  and  Allowances, 

until  the  Proportion  of  the  said  annual  Fund  allotted  to  them  respectively 

in  manner  aforesaid  shall  exceed  the  annual  Amount  of  such  Stipends  and 

Allowances. 

6.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  of  this 
Province,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  to  appoint  not  less 
than  Five  Commissioners,  whose  Duty  shall  be  with  all  possible  Diligence  to 
inquire,  ascertain,  and  report  to  the  Governor  the  Number  of  Members  of 
each  of  the  said  Churches  of  England  and  Scotland  in  this  Province,  including 
with  the  Members  of  the  latter  Church  the  Presbyterians  of  the  said  United 
Synod  ;  and  that  any  One  or  more  of  such  Commissioners  may  be  directed  to 
visit  each  or  any  District,  Township,  City,  or  Town  in  this  Province,  and  shall 
have  Power  to  require  to  be  laid  before  him  or  them,  for  their  Perusal  and 
Examination,  all  Records,  Rolls,  Assessments,  Population,  or  other  District, 
Township,  City,  or  Town  Returns  or  Lists,  in  whose  Custody  soever  the  same 
may  be ;  and  who  shall  also  have  Power  to  administer  all  necessary  Oaths  and 
Affirmations  to  any  Parties  giving  Evidence  before  them,  or  any  One  or  more 
of  them,  and  generally  to  do  all  such  other  lawful  Acts  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  proper  Discharge  of  the  Duty  hereby  imposed  on  them  ;  and  that  the 
Report  of  such  Commissioners,  or  the  Majority  of  them,  shall  be  final,  and 
shall  be  the  Basis  for  estimating  the  Proportion  of  the  said  annual  Fund 
to  which  the  said  Churches  of  England  and  Scotland  shall  be  respectively 
entitled. 

7.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  Person  falsely  swearing  or  affirming  before 
the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  shall,  if  duly  convicted 
thereof,  be  deemed  guilty  of  Perjury,  and  shall  be  liable  to  all  the  Pains  and 
Penalties  imposed  by  Law  on  Persons  guilty  of  that  Offence ;  and  that  if  any 
Person,  having  reasonable  Notice  before  such  Commissioner  or  Commissioners, 
shall  refuse  to  attend  and  give  Evidence  before  such  Commissioner  or  Com- 
missioners, or  to  produce  to  him  or  them  any  Record,  Roll,  Assessment, 
Population,  or  other  Return  as  aforesaid,  whereof  he  shall  have  the  Possession 
or  Custody,  such  Person  shall  be  liable  to  a  Penalty  not  exceeding 

Pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  Information  and  Complaint  before  any  Two  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace,  who  are  hereby  authorized  to  hear  and  determine  every 
such  Information  and  Complaint,  and  to  levy  the  Penalty  by  Distress  and  Sale 
of  the  Offender's  Goods  and  Chattels,  and  to  pay  the  same,  when  collected, 
to  the  Receiver  General,  to  be  by  him  added  to  the  Fund  for  Payment  of  the 
Expences  of  the  said  Commissioners :  Provided  always,  that  no  Person  shall 
be  obliged  to  attend  before  the  said  Commissioners  out  of  the  County  wherein 
he  is  a  stated  Resident. 

8.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  reasonable  Expenses  of  such  Commissioners, 
or  of  any  Clerk  or  Clerks  they  may  find  it  necessary  to  employ,  shall,  subject 
to  the  Approval  of  the  Governor,  be  allowed  and  defrayed  out  of  any  Monies 
now  or  hereafter  to  be  reserved  as  Rents  of  Clergy  Reserves. 

9.  And  be  it  enacted,  That,  subject  to  the  foregoing  Provisions,  the  Residue 
of  the  said  annual  Fund  shall  be  divided  among  the  other  religious  Bodies  or 

(70.)  C  Deno- 
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No.  2.         Denominations  of  Christians  now  recognized  by  the  Laws  of  this  Province,  and 
Message  from     not  before  mentioned  in  this  Act,  who  shall  prefer  their  Claims  for  the  same, 
Governor  General  on  tne  Conditions  and  in  Manner  following ;  that  is  to  say,  that  each  and  every 
6th  January  i84o!  such  religious  Body  or  Denominations  of  Christians  shall,  on  or  before  the 

  Day  of  in  each  and  every  Year,  send  in  to  the  Inspector 

Draft  of  Bill.  General  of  Public  Accounts  a  Statement  in  duplicate,  setting  forth  in  detail 
the  Amount  received  by  each  of  them  respectively  during  the  Year  preceding 
the  Day  of  rendering  such  Account,  from  the  private  Contributions  of  the 
Members  of  such  religious  Bodies  or  Denominations  of  Christians  respectively, 
and  by  them  expended  in  the  same  Year  for  the  Maintenance  of  Public  Wor- 
ship and  the  Propagation  of  religious  Knowledge  ;  which  Account  shall  be 
verified  in  such  Manner  as  shall  be  from  Time  to  Time  required  by  the 
Governor  in  Council ;  and  that  on  the  Approval  of  such  Accounts  respectively 
an  Amount  of  the  Residue  of  the  said  annual  Fund,  proportioned  to  the 
Amount  of  private  Contributions  so  appearing  to  have  been  received  and 
expended  in  the  previous  Year,  shall  be  paid  by  the  Receiver  General  in  dis- 
charge of  any  Warrant  or  Warrants  which  may  be  issued  by  the  Governor  in 
favour  of  the  Treasurer  or  other  Officer  who  may  be  appointed  by  such 
religious  Bodies  or  Denominations  of  Christians  respectively  to  receive  the 
same  ;  and  such  Amount  shall  be  expended  and  appropriated  for  the  Mainte- 
nance of  Public  Worship,  and  the  Propagation  of  religious  Knowledge,  under 
the  Direction  and  Authority  of  the  Conference  or  other  governing  Body 
existing  in  or  over  every  such  religious  Bodies  or  Denominations  of  Christians 
respectively,  according  to  their  respective  Discipline  or  Form  of  Church 
Government :  Provided  always,  that  any  such  religious  Body  or  Denomination 
of  Christians  neglecting  to  send  in  their  Accounts  on  or  before  the  said 
Thirtieth  Day  of  June  in  any  Year,  or  neglecting  or  refusing  to  verify  the 
same  within  Forty  Days,  when  thereto  required  as  aforesaid,  shall  thereby 
waive  and  forfeit  all  Claim  to  a  Proportion  of  the  said  annual  Fund  for  the 
Year  (but  no  longer)  in  respect  whereof  such  Neglect  or  Refusal  shall  take 
place. 


10.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  no  religious  Body  or  Deno- 
mination of  Christians  shall  be  entitled  to  any  such  Share  or  Proportion 
of  the  said  annual  Fund  which  shall  not  raise  and  expend  as  aforesaid  during 
the  Year  in  respect  of  which  the  Claim  is  preferred  the  Sum  of  at  least 
£ 

11.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  the  Amount  of  such  of  the 
annual  Stipends  and  Allowances  herein-before  mentioned  which  shall  be 
paid  to  any  of  the  said  religious  Bodies  or  Denominations  of  Christians,  or 
to  any  Ecclesiastic  or  Minister  thereof,  or  in  aid  of  any  Mission  established  by 
any  of  the  said  religious  Bodies  or  Denominations  of  Christians,  or  for  the 
Propagation  of  religious  Knowledge,  shall  be  taken  and  accounted,  as  far  as  the 
same  will  go,  as  a  Part  and  Portion  of  the  Sum  to  which  such  religious  Body 
or  Denomination  of  Christians  would  be  entitled  under  the  Provisions  of  this 
Act,  and  shall  be  deducted  and  allowed  for  accordingly. 


12.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  Accounts  of  the  Expenditure  of  all  and  every 
Suvn  or  Sums  of  Money  so  to  be  received  out  of  the  said  annual  Fund  by  the 
said  Churches  of  England  and  Scotland,  or  any  other  religious  Body  or  Deno- 
mination of  Christians  respectively,  under  the  Authority  of  this  Act,  shall  be, 
on  or  before  the  Day  of  in  each  Year,  rendered 

to  the  Governor  in  Council,  and  that  until  such  Accounts  shall  have  been 
rendered,  and  the  due  and  proper  Expenditure  of  the  Sum  granted  during  any 
preceding  Year  shall  have  been  established  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Governor 
in  Council,  no  other  or  further  Sum,  or  Proportion  of  the  said  annual  Fund, 
shall  be  paid  or  allowed  to  any  or  either  of  the  Churches,  religious  Bodies,  or 
Denominations  of  Christians,  failing,  neglecting,  or  refusing  to  render  such 
Account,  or  to  verify  the  same  as  aforesaid  ;  and  every  such  Failure,  Neglect, 
or  Refusal  shall  amount  to  a  Waiver  or  Forfeiture  of  any  Share  or  Proportion 
of  the  said  annual  Fund  for  One  Year,  but  not  longer. 


13.  And 
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13.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  there  shall  appear  to  the  Governor 
in  Council  sufficient  Reason  to  apprehend  that  there  has  been  any  Misappro- 
priation or  Nonappropriation  of  any  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money  paid  to  any  or 
either  of  the  said  Churches,  religious  Bodies,  or  Denominations  of  Christians, 
out  of  the  said  annual  Fund,  upon  Direction  for  that  Purpose  given  by  the 
Governor,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Attorney  General  to  apply 
summarily,  either  by  Petition  or  Information  to  or  in  the  Court  of  Chancery 
in  this  Province,  setting  forth  the  Nature  of  the  Abuse  apprehended,  and 
praying  Discovery  and  Relief  in  the  Premises,  as  the  Nature  of  the  Case  may 
require  ;  and  that  if  any  Five  or  more  Persons  having  any  Interest  in  the  Sum 
or  Sums  paid  to  any  of  the  said  Churches,  religious  Bodies,  or  Denominations 
of  Christians,  shall  complain  of  any  Neglect  or  Abuse  in  the  Expenditure  or 
Management  of  such  Sum  or  Sums,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  them  to 
apply  to  the  said  Court  of  Chancery  by  Petition  in  a  summary  Manner  for 
Discovery  or  Relief,  as  the  Nature  of  the  Case  may  require  ;  and  that  in  all  and 
every  such  Case  the  Decree  or  Order  of  the  Vice  Chancellor  shall  be  final, 
unless  appealed  from  within  Days. 


No.  2. 
Message  from 
the 

Governor  General, 
6th  January  1840. 


Draft  of  Bill. 


No.  3. 

BILL  AS  PASSED. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Sale  of  the  "  Clergy  Reserves,"  and  for 
the  Distribution  of  the  Proceeds  thereof. 

No.  3. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  the  final  Disposition  of  the  Lands    Bill  as  passed. 

called  Clergy  Reserves,  in  this  Province,  and  for  the  Appropriation  of  the   

yearly  Income  arising  or  to  arise  therefrom  for  the  Maintenance  of  Religion 
and  the  Advancement  of  Christian  Knowledge :  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  Queen's  most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Consent  of 
the  Legislative  Council  and  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  con- 
stituted and  assembled  by  virtue  of  and  under  the  Authority  of  an  Act  passed 
in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  repeal  certain  Parts 
of  an  Act  passed  in  the  Fourteenth  Year  of  His  Majesty's  Reign,  entitled 
*  An  Act  for  making  more  effectual  Provision  for  the  Government  of  the 
Province  of  Quebec  in  North  America,'  and  to  make  further  Provision  for 
the  Government  of  the  said  Province,"  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  same, 
That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  Advice  of  the  Executive  Council,  and  under 
such  Rules  and  Regulations  as  may  be  from  Time  to  Time  in  Council 
established  in  that  Behalf,  to  sell,  alienate,  and  convey  in  Fee  Simple  all  or 
any  of  the  said  Clergy  Reserves :  Provided  always,  that  in  the  Letters  Patent 
granting  such  Lands  they  shall  be  designated  as  Clergy  Reserves,  and  that 
no  Reservation  of  Lands  in  respect  of  such  Grants  shall  be  necessary,  any 
thing  in  the  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  passed  in  the  Thirty-first  Year  of 
the  Reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  entitled  "  An  Act  to 
repeal  certain  Parts  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  Fourteenth  Year  of  His  Majesty's 
Reign,  entitled  *  An  Act  for  making  more  effectual  Provision  for  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Province  of  Quebec  in  North  America,'  and  to  make 
further  Provision  for  the  Government  of  the  said  Province,"  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That  the  Proceeds 
of  all  past  Sales  of  such  Reserves  which  have  been  or  may  be  invested  under 
the  Authority  of  a  certain  other  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  passed  in  the 
Seventh  and  Eighth  Years  of  the  Reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  George 
the  Fourth,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Sale  of  Part  of  the  Clergy 
Reserves  in  the  Provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,"  shall  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  subject  to  such  Orders  and  Directions  as 
the  Governor  in  Council  shall  make  and  establish  for  investing  in  any  Secu- 
rities within  this  Province  the  Amount  now  funded  in  England,  together  with 
(70 )  the 
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the  Proceeds  hereafter  to  be  received  from  the  Sales  of  all  or  any  of  the 
said  Reserves,  or  any  Part  thereof :  Provided  always,  that  the  necessary 
Expenses  of  such  Sales  shall  be  borne  and  defrayed  out  of  the  first  Monies 
received  therefrom. 


3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That  the  Interest 
and  Dividends  accruing  upon  such  Investments  of  the  Proceeds  of  all  Clergy 
Reserves  sold  or  to  be  sold,  and  also  the  Interest  to  accrue  upon  Sales  on 
Credit  of  Clergy  Reserves,  and  all  Rents  arising  from  Clergy  Reserves  that 
have  been  or  may  be  demised  for  any  Term  of  Years,  shall  be  paid  to  the 
Receiver  General,  and  shall  together  form  an  annual  Fund  for  the  Purposes 
herein-after  mentioned,  and  shall  be  paid  by  him  from  Time  to  Time  in 
discharge  of  any  Warrant  or  Warrants  which  may  be  issued  by  the  Governor, 
in  pursuance  of  the  Provisions  of  this  Act ;  that  is  to  say,  in  the  first  place, 
to  satisfy  all  such  annual  Stipends  and  Allowances  as  have  been  heretofore 
assigned  and  given  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Churches  of  England  and  Scotland,  or 
to  any  other  religious  Bodies  or  Denominations  of  Christians  in  this  Province, 
and  to  which  the  Faith  of  the  Crown  is  pledged,  for  and  during  the  natural 
Lives  of  the  Parties  at  present  receiving  and  enjoying  the  same  :  Provided 
always,  that  until  the  annual  Fund  so  to  be  created  and  deposited  with  the 
Receiver  General  shall  suffice  to  meet  the  above-mentioned  Stipends  and 
Allowances,  the  same,  or  so  much  thereof  as  the  said  Fund  may  be  insufficient 
to  meet,  shall  be  defrayed,  as  at  present,  out  of  the  casual  and  territorial 
Revenue  of  the  Crown. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That  as  soon  as 
the  said  Fund  shall  exceed  the  Amount  of  the  several  Stipends  and  Allowances 
aforesaid,  and  subject  always  to  the  prior  Satisfaction  and  Payment  of  the 
same,  One  Half  of  the  said  annual  Fund  shall  be  allotted  and  appropriated  to 
the  Churches  of  England  and  Scotland  in  this  Province,  the  said  Church  of 
Scotland  to  be  held  to  include  the  Presbyterians  of  the  United  Synod  in  Upper 
Canada,  and  shall  be  divided  between  the  said  Churches  of  England  and  Scot- 
land in  proportion  to  the  Number  of  their  respective  Members,  to  be  ascer- 
tained as  herein-after  provided ;  and  the  Share  of  each  of  the  said  Churches 
shall  be  paid  by  the  Receiver  General  in  discharge  of  any  Warrant  or 
Warrants  which  may  be  issued  by  the  Governor  in  favour  of  the  Treasurer  or 
other  Officer  who  shall  be  appointed  by  such  Churches  respectively,  according 
to  the  Form  and  Mode  of  their  Ecclesiastical  Constitution  ;  and  the  Amount 
so  received  shall  be  expended  for  the  Support  and  Maintenance  of  Public 
Worship,  and  the  Propagation  of  religious  Knowledge,  under  the  Authority 
of  the  Convocation,  Synod,  or  other  Body  having  Authority  for  that  Purpose, 
according  to  the  Canons,  Laws,  Rules,  and  Regulations  of  the  said  Churches 
respectively  :  Provided  always,  that  the  Amount  of  the  before-mentioned 
Stipends  and  Allowances  which  shall  be  paid  to  and  received  by  any  Eccle- 
siastic or  Minister  of  any  of  the  said  Churches  of  England  or  Scotland  in  this 
Province,  or  of  any  Minister  of  the  said  United  Synod,  shall  be  taken,  as  far  as 
the  same  will  go,  as  a  Part  and  Portion  of  the  Share  accruing  to  each  Church 
respectively,  by  virtue  of  this  Act,  that  is  to  say,  the  Stipends  and  Allowances 
to  any  Ecclesiastic  or  Minister  of  the  Church  of  England  as  Part  and  Portion 
of  the  Share  accruing  to  the  Church  of  England,  and  the  Stipends  and  Allow- 
ances to  any  Ecclesiastic  or  Minister  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  or  of  the  said 
United  Synod  in  this  Province,  as  Part  and  Portion  of  the  Share  accruing  to 
the  said  Church  of  Scotland,  so  that  neither  of  the  said  Churches  shall  receive 
any  further  or  other  Sum  beyond  such  respective  Stipends  and  Allowances, 
until  the  Proportion  of  the  said  annual  Fund  allotted  to  them  respectively 
in  manner  aforesaid  shall  exceed  the  annual  Amount  of  such  Stipends  and 
Allowances. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Governor  of  this  Province,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  passing 
of  this  Act,  to  appoint  not  less  than  Five  Commissioners,  whose  Duty  it  shall 
be  with  all  possible  Diligence  to  inquire,  ascertain,  and  report  to  the  Governor 
the  Number  of  Members  of  each  of  the  said  Churches  of  England  and  Scot- 
land in  this  Province,  including  with  the  Members  of  the  latter  Church  the 

8  Presbyterians 
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Presbyterians  of  the  said  United  Synod  ;  and  that  any  One  or  more  of  such  No.  3. 
Commissioners  may  be  directed  to  visit  each  or  any  District,  Township,  City,  as  l,ass 
or  Town  in  this  Province,  and  shall  have  Power  to  require  to  be  laid  before 
him  or  them,  for  their  Perusal  and  Examination,  all  Records,  Rolls,  Assess- 
ments, Population,  or  other  District,  Township,  City,  or  Town  Returns  or 
Lists,  in  whose  Custody  soever  the  same  may  be,  and  who  shall  also  have 
Power  to  administer  all  necessary  Oaths  and  Affirmations  to  any  Parties  giving 
Evidence  before  them,  or  any  One  or  more  of  them,  and  generally  to  do  all 
such  other  lawful  Acts  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  proper  Discharge  of  the 
Duty  hereby  imposed  on  them  ;  and  that  the  Report  of  such  Commissioners, 
or  the  Majority  of  them,  shall  be  final,  and  shall  be  the  Basis  for  estimating 
the  Proportion  of  the  said  annual  Fund  to  which  the  said  Churches  of  England 
and  Scotland  shall  be  respectively  entitled :  Provided  also,  and  it  shall  be  in 
the  Power  of  the  said  Governor  to  appoint,  from  Time  to  Time,  further  and 
other  Commissioners,  in  case  of  any  Vacancy,  so  as  to  continue  the  said 
Number  to  Five  at  least  at  all  Times. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That  the  reasonable 
Expenses  of  such  Commissioners,  or  of  any  Clerk  or  Clerks  they  may  find  it 
necessary  to  employ,  shall,  subject  to  the  Approval  of  the  Governor,  be 
allowed  and  defrayed  out  of  any  Monies  now  or  hereafter  to  be  received  as 
Rents  of  Clergy  Reserves. 

7.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That,  subject  to 
the  foregoing  Provisions,  the  Residue  of  the  said  annual  Fund  shall  be  divided 
among  the  other  religious  Bodies  or  Denominations  of  Christians  now  recog- 
nized by  the  Constitution  and  the  Laws  of  this  Province,  and  not  before 
mentioned  in  this  Act,  according  to  their  respective  Numbers,  to  be  ascertained 
once  in  every  Four  Years,  as  is  herein-before  provided  by  this  Act  for  ascer- 
taining the  Numbers  belonging  to  the  Churches  of  England  and  Scotland, 
and  who  shall  make  written  Application  to  the  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor, 
or  Person  administering  the  Government  on  or  before  the  Thirtieth  Day  of 
June  in  each  and  every  Year. 

8.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That  any  Person 
falsely  swearing  or  affirming  before  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  or  either  of 
them,  shall,  if  duly  convicted  thereof,  be  deemed  guilty  of  Perjury,  and  shall 
be  liable  to  all  the  Pains  and  Penalties  imposed  by  Law  on  Persons  guilty  of 
that  Offence  ;  and  that  if  any  Person,  having  reasonable  Notice  to  attend 
before  such  Commissioner  or  Commissioners,  shall  refuse  to  attend  and  give 
Evidence  before  such  Commissioner  or  Commissioners,  or  to  produce  to  him 
or  them  any  Record,  Roll,  Assessment,  Population,  or  other  Return  as  afore- 
said, whereof  he  shall  have  the  Possession  or  Custody,  such  Person  shall  be 
liable  to  a  Penalty  not  exceeding  Ten  Pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  Information 
and  Complaint  before  any  Two  Justices  of  the  Peace,  who  are  hereby  autho- 
rized to  hear  and  determine  every  such  Information  and  Complaint,  and  to 
levy  the  Penalty  by  Distress  and  Sale  of  the  Offender's  Goods  and  Chattels, 
and  to  pay  the  same,  when  collected,  to  the  Receiver  General,  to  be  by  him 
added  to  the  Fund  for  Payment  of  the  Expenses  of  the  said  Commissioners  : 
Provided  always,  that  no  Person  shall  be  obliged  to  attend  before  the  said 
Commissioners  out  of  the  County  wherein  he  is  a  stated  Resident. 

9.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  Amount  of  such  of  the  annual  Stipends  and  Allowances  herein- 
before mentioned  which  shall  be  paid  to  any  of  the  said  religious  Bodies  or 
Denominations  of  Christians,  or  to  any  Ecclesiastic  or  Minister  thereof,  or  in 
aid  of  any  Missions  established  by  any  of  the  said  religious  Bodies  or 
Denominations  of  Christians,  or  for  the  Propagation  of  religious  Knowledge, 
shall  be  taken  and  accounted,  as  far  as  the  same  will  go,  as  a  Part  and  Portion 
of  the  Sum  to  which  such  religious  Body  or  Denominations  of  Christians 
would  be  entitled  under  the  Provisions  of  this  Act,  and  shall  be  deducted  and 
allowed  for  accordingly. 


(70.) 
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No.  3.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That  Accounts 

Bill  as  passed,    of  the  Expenditure  of  all  and  every  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money  so  to  be  received 

 ■      out  of  the  said  annual  Fund  by  the  said  Churches  of  England  and  Scotland, 

or  any  other  religious  Body  or  Denomination  of  Christians  respectively,  under 
the  Authority  of  this  Act,  shall  be  on  or  before  the  Twentieth  Day  of  July  in 
each  Year  rendered  to  the  Governor  in  Council ;  and  that  until  such  Account 
shall  have  been  rendered,  and  the  due  and  proper  Expenditure  of  the  Sum 
granted  during  any  preceding  Year  shall  have  been  established  to  the  Satis- 
faction of  the  Governor  in  Council,  no  other  or  further  Sum  or  Proportion  of  the 
said  annual  Fund  shall  be  paid  or  allowed  to  any  or  either  of  the  Churches, 
religious  Bodies,  or  Denominations  of  Christians  failing,  neglecting,  or  re- 
fusing to  render  such  Account,  or  to  verify  the  same  as  aforesaid  $  and  every 
such  Failure,  Neglect,  or  Refusal  shall  amount  to  a  Waiver  or  Forfeiture  of 
any  Share  or  Proportion  of  the  said  annual  Fund  for  One  Year,  but  not 
longer  ;  and  that  Copies  of  such  Accounts  shall  annually  be  laid  before  the 
Legislature. 

11.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That  whenever 
there  shall  appear  to  the  Governor  in  Council  sufficient  Reason  to  apprehend 
that  there  has  been  any  Misappropriation  or  Nonappropriation  of  any  Sum 
or  Sums  of  Money  paid  to  any  or  either  of  the  said  Churches,  religious  Bodies, 
or  Denominations  of  Christians,  out  of  the  said  annual  Fund,  upon  Direction 
for  that  Purpose  given  by  the  Governor,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
Attorney  General  to  apply  summarily,  either  by  Petition  or  Information  to  or 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  this  Province,  setting  forth  the  Nature  of  the 
Abuse  apprehended,  and  praying  Discovery  and  Relief  in  the  Premises,  as  the 
Nature  of  the  Case  may  require  ;  and  that  if  any  Five  or  more  Persons  having 
an  Interest  in  the  Sum  or  Sums  paid  to  any  of  the  said  Churches,  religious 
Bodies,  or  Denominations  of  Christians,  shall  complain  of  any  Neglect  or  Abuse 
in  the  Expenditure  or  Management  of  such  Sum  or  Sums,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  them  to  apply  to  the  said  Court  of  Chancery  by  Petition  in  a 
summary  Manner  for  Discovery  or  Relief,  as  the  Nature  of  the  Case  may 
require  ;  and  that  in  all  and  every  such  Case  the  Decree  or  Order  of  the 
Vice  Chancellor  shall  be  final,  unless  appealed  from  within  Forty  Days. 

Passed  the  Commons  House  of  Assembly,  \  Allan  N.  M'Nab, 

15th  January  1840.  j  Speaker. 

Passed  the  Legislative  Council  Chamber,  "I  Jonas  Jones, 

20th  January  1840.  J  Speaker. 


No.  4. 


Address  to  the  Governor. 


No.  4. 
Address 
to 

the  Governor. 


To  his  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Poulett  Thomson, 
Governor  General  of  British  North  America,  and  Captain  General 
and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  Provinces  of  Upper  Canada, 
Lower  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  the  Island  of 
Prince  Edward,  and  Vice-Admiral  of  the  same,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 
We,  Her  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects,  the  Legislative  Council  and 
Commons  House  of  Assembly  in  Provincial  Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave 
to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  we  have  during  the  present  Session  passed  a 
Bill,  intituled  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Sale  of  the  Clergy  Reserves,  and 
for  the  Distribution  of  the  Proceeds  thereof,"  which  Bill  contains  Clauses 
altering  the  Provisions  of  the  Imperial  Statute  passed  in  the  Thirty-first  Year 
of  the  Reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  intituled  "  An  Act 
to  repeal  certain  Parts  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  Fourteenth  Year  of  His 
Majesty's  Reign,  intituled  *  An  Act  for  making  more  effectual  Provision  for 
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the  Government  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  in  North  America,'  and  to  make        No. 4. 
further  Provision  for  the  Government  of  the  said  Province,"  respecting  the  Address 

Allotment  and  Appropriation  of  Lands  for  the  Support  of  a  Protestant  Clergy  the  Qo°ernor 

within  this  Province  ;  and  we  further  pray,  that  in  order  to  give  Effect  to  the  .  

same  your  Excellency  will  cause  the  said  Bill  to  be  transmitted  to  England 
without  Delay,  for  the  Purpose  of  being  laid  before  Parliament,  previous  to 
the  Signification  of  Her  Majesty's  Assent  thereto. 

Legislative   Council  Chamber,  >  Jonas  Jones, 
21st  Day  of  January  1840.     f  Speaker. 

Commons  House  of  Assembly,  ~>  Allan  N.  M'Nab, 
21st  Day  of  January  1840.     J  Speaker. 


No.  5. 


The  Right  Hon.  C.  Poulett  Thomson  to  the  Members  of  the  Legislative 

Council  and  House  of  Assembly. 

Honourable  Gentlemen,  and  Gentlemen, 
I  will  transmit  the  Bill  for  the  Sale  of  the  Clergy  Reserves,  and  for  the 
Distribution  of  the  Funds  thereof,  together  with  your  respective  Addresses, 
as  required  by  Law,  without  any  Delay,  to  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary 
of  State. 

Accept  my  warmest  Acknowledgments  for  the  ready  Attention  you  have 
given,  to  this  important  Subject,  to  which  it  was  my  Duty  to  invite  your 
Consideration. 

I  congratulate  you  most  sincerely  upon  having  thus  terminated,  so  far  as 
depends  on  your  Exertions,  the  Agitation  of  the  Question  which  has  now  for 
nearly  Twenty  Years  been  the  fruitful  Source  of  Disagreement  in  the  Legis- 
lature, and  of  Strife  and  Contention  amongst  the  People  of  this  Province. 

May  the  Great  Author  of  all  Peace  prosper  your  Work ;  and,  in  the  Re- 
storation of  Tranquillity  in  the  Country,  and  the  Extension  of  the  Blessings 
of  religious  Instruction  amongst  the  People,  may  you  reap  the  Reward  of 
your  Labours. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)       C.  Poulett  Thomson. 


No.  5. 
The  Right  Hon. 
C.  P.  Thomson 
to 

the  Legislative 
Council  and  House 
of  Assembly. 


